Acute carbon dioxide narcosis during inhalational therapy with oxygen powered nebulizers in patients with chronic airflow limitation.
Six patients with acute carbon dioxide narcosis following nebulised salbutamol therapy were described. They had chronic obstructive airflow disease and were admitted in acute respiratory failure. The patients were treated with aerosolized salbutamol delivered from oxygen powered nebulizers. They developed severe acute hypercapnia. Five of the six patients died. The hazards of indiscriminate oxygen use in this clinical situation was discussed.